Theory in Action, Vol. 3, No.1, January 2010 (© 2010)
DOI:10.3798/tia.1937-0237.10008

Close Encounters of the Third (Space) Kind: La guaracha del
Macho Camacho and the City as Site of Unavoidable Contact
Chris T. Schulenburg1
Friction in language is inevitable and unruly. Lexical, grammatical,
and contextual issues require linguistic negotiation for both native
and second-language speakers. This preoccupation with language is
heightened by the tug-of-war of linguistic power occasioned by Puerto Rico’s commonwealth status in relation to the United States. My
essay “Close Encounters of the Third (Space) Kind: La guaracha del
Macho Camacho and the City as Site of Unavoidable Contact” examines the image of the city of San Juan in this Luis Rafael Sánchez
novel as a luminal, metaphorical space to dramatize these linguistic
tensions. Specifically, this analysis argues that Puerto Rico’s urban
colossus functions as a hybrid “Third Space” in which daily encounters with the island’s “others” metaphorically demonstrate a negotiated, intercultural, and truly Puerto Rican space. [Article copies available for a fee from The Transformative Studies Institute. E-mail address: journal@transformativestudies.org
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The massive walls surrounding colonial Latin American island cities
such as San Juan highlight the problems of limits as well as protection
for its expanding urban area. In particular, San Juan’s coastal location
and the Caribbean island’s vulnerability to invasion and looting by pirates necessitated a certain measure of enclosure. Nevertheless, these
physically imposing boundaries do not guarantee any sense of spatial
control over the Caribbean region in general. As Antonio Benítez Rojo
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