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Friction in language is inevitable and unruly. Lexical, grammatical, 
and contextual issues require linguistic negotiation for both native  
and second-language speakers. This preoccupation with language is 
heightened by the tug-of-war of linguistic power occasioned by Puer-
to Rico’s commonwealth status in relation to the United States. My 
essay “Close Encounters of the Third (Space) Kind: La guaracha del 
Macho Camacho and the City as Site of Unavoidable Contact” ex-
amines the image of the city of San Juan in this Luis Rafael Sánchez 
novel as a luminal, metaphorical space to dramatize these linguistic 
tensions. Specifically, this analysis argues that Puerto Rico’s urban 
colossus functions as a hybrid “Third Space” in which daily encoun-
ters with the island’s “others” metaphorically demonstrate a nego-
tiated, intercultural, and truly Puerto Rican space. [Article copies availa-
ble for a fee from The Transformative Studies Institute.  E-mail address: jour-
nal@transformativestudies.org  Website: http://www.transformativestudies.org 
©2010 by The Transformative Studies Institute.  All rights reserved.] 
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The massive walls surrounding colonial Latin American island cities 
such as San Juan highlight the problems of limits as well as protection 
for its expanding urban area. In particular, San Juan’s coastal location 
and the Caribbean island’s vulnerability to invasion and looting by pi-
rates necessitated a certain measure of enclosure. Nevertheless, these 
physically imposing boundaries do not guarantee any sense of spatial 
control over the Caribbean region in general. As Antonio Benítez Rojo 
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