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The Revolution Will Not Be Funded confirms and explains the strings 
attached to philanthropic grants while presenting a global cross-section 
of modern political discontent. This book of sixteen essays edited by IN-
CITE! Women of Color Against Violence following their 2004 confe-
rence of the same name, lays out the history of the development in the 
U.S. of philanthropic entities whose eventual tax-favored status increased 
their size and influence worldwide. Revolution was published as George 
W. Bush’s second term was ending and the worldwide recession had be-
gun. Progressive thinkers were reeling from years of conservative social 
policy, erosions in affirmative action and cultural backlash against multi-
culturalism.  

The introduction by Andrea Smith, co-founder of INCITE!, includes a 
clear and concise history of the American non-profit system which pro-
vides essential context for the rest of the book. Missing from the intro-
duction is guidance as to who besides social justice organizers and activ-
ists should read this book. Though it is not a blueprint for action, the 
book could benefit socially conscientious investors, workers in social 
service organizations, and students of political science. How strongly and 
clearly the writers make their case isn’t uniform, which affects the 
book’s impact. Readers must persist through essays less well organized, 
some of which imply but do not substantiate significant assumptions, and 
abandon the opportunity to offer guidance or issue a call to action. 

Part I, titled “The Rise of the Non-Profit Industrial Complex,” begins 
with Dylan Rodriguez’ polemic essay connecting the racist state de-
signed to maintain brutal inequalities with the incorporated organizations 
of the alleged Left, between which he sees symbiosis that supports the 
state’s ongoing absorption of organized dissent. His emphatic concern is 
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