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Christian Parenti has written a solid tour de force on environmentallyinduced conflict, worldwide, as seen from within the first decade of the
21st century. Indeed, the book title itself—Tropic of Chaos—is derived
from the names of the geo-climatic zone situated between the Tropic of
Capricorn and the Tropic of Cancer. And, just as these geo-climatic
zones are now slowly spreading north and south, respectively, so too is
human-induced violence and destruction, as more and more people
engage in a neo-Malthusian competition for fewer and fewer natural
resources. Parenti provides an on-the-ground, first person description of
what this actually feels like for a few of those individuals caught up in
these struggles. He then works backwards, to explain some of the history
and “back story” behind these events.
In the spirit of works like Robert Kaplan’s 1994 article, “The Coming
Anarchy,” or Dobkowski and Wallimann’s 1998 book, The Coming Age
of Scarcity, Parenti provides us with the current state of the collapse of
the environment, taking place at the end of the Holocene era, and
unpacks what that now means in terms of both international and regional
security. The most poignant difference between Parenti’s current work
1

Blaine Pope, Ph.D., is currently a Faculty Advisor in Goddard College's Independent
B.A. program and B.A. in Environmental Sustainability program. Throughout much of
the 1990s, he worked in Africa and the Middle East, overseeing emergency relief, health,
natural resources management, and economic development programs. His latest project
was his work as a research consultant on the recently released documentary film, The
Naked Option (2011). Address correspondence to: Blaine Pope; e-mail:
blaine.pope@goddard.edu.
1937-0229 ©2012 Transformative Studies Institute
131

