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Gambling With Our Planet
Michael Barker1
Previous work has amply documented the cynical manner in which ruling
class elites manipulate green concerns to legitimize class war. This study
extends this literature by tracing the problematic influence of three members
of the ruling class, who exemplify conservative advocacy of
environmentalism: these being gambling legend cum zoo owner John
Aspinall (1926-2000), billionaire financier Sir James Goldsmith (1933-1997)
and his brother, the influential deep ecologist Edward “Teddy” Goldsmith
(1928-2009). From John Aspinall's Zulu dreams and virulent anti-humanism,
to the conspiratorially minded far-right pipe dreams of a corporate raider like
Sir James Goldsmith, this article demonstrates that over the past several
decades, advocates of green politics have had some distasteful and highly
dangerous allies. And while Teddy Goldsmith is often held up as a
grandfather of the modern environmental movement, his contributions to the
ideological evolution of the green thinking turn out to be as reactionary as
those of both Aspinall and Sir James. That the work of three such prime
examples of the ruling class should have been able to encourage the
institutionalization of quite so much inegalitarianism within an ostensibly
liberal environmental movement clearly demonstrates the pressing need for a
Marxist alternative to managing our world for the benefit of all. It is thus
hoped that environmentalists can learn from the problematic legacy derived
from such misanthropes, and continue to build movements capable of
generating the type of popular momentum for social change that will
eventually be capable of eradicating, and not just domesticating, capitalism.
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