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In Bolivia the notion of Food Sovereignty has been incorporated into the
new Constitution. However, one complication relates to how food
sovereignty is conceptualized -- and for what end -- by State and NGO
actors in agricultural development. Bolivia is home to substantial
biodiversity. Like elsewhere, modern agricultural practices, and the
prioritizing of a limited variety of ‘cash’ crops over others to meet
market demands, have had a deleterious effect. The arrival of the ‘Green
Revolution’ to Bolivia, which transformed farming systems to
necessitate the use of agro-chemicals and monocropping practices,
resulted in the loss of agrobiodiversity. Local NGOs and the current
government have been concerned with ameliorating agrobiodiversity.
This orientation includes two anticipated ends: adaptation to climate
changes and food sovereignty. The logic underpinning food sovereignty
involves the right to produce, distribute and consume nutritious,
culturally appropriate food in a way that is ecologically sustainable.
Agrobiodiversity conservation is recognized as an important way to
achieve this right. Both the NGO and the State have focused attention on
organic agriculture and strengthening Bolivia’s internal markets as key to
food sovereignty. However they differ in focus. The State’s need to
maintain the stability and profitability of the current agribusiness for
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