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Social Justice, Corporate Influence, and Development: 

Defending the Public Interest at a State University 
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We chronicle student-led resistance to a controversial public-private 
partnership between the Iowa State University College of Agriculture 
and Life Sciences and AgriSol Energy, a transnational energy 
company engaged in a development project in Tanzania. We track 
students’ resistance efforts from their genesis in a classroom case 
study assignment to their broader reach in a community forum 
organized in collaboration with the local Occupy movement to 
challenge corporate influence and institutional direction at the 
university. These efforts elevated ethical concerns about social justice 
in development projects and, closer to home, defended the mandate of 
a public university to serve the public good. We emphasize the 
importance of witnessing, persistence, framing, and alliances in these 
efforts, mindful of the need to both document and contextualize 
resistance. [Article copies available for a fee from The Transformative 
Studies Institute. E-mail address: journal@transformativestudies.org 
Website: http://www.transformativestudies.org ©2019 by The 
Transformative Studies Institute. All rights reserved.] 
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