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A Materialist and Standpoint Critique of Social Movements’
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This paper explores a selective intellectual historiography in
contemporary social movements scholarship and offers a critique of
it. I argue that although the study of social movements, especially in
the context of globalization, is inherently about capital, modernity and
forms of political, social, and economic agency, social movement
scholarship has retreated from the materialist influence upon their
analysis. As a result, breaking connections with a Marxist materialist
approach has made it difficult for social movement scholars, in the
social sciences to have a standpoint: this is detrimental for both the
politics of social movement studies but, also, for critique. [Article
copies available for a fee from The Transformative Studies Institute.
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In this paper I discuss the specific ramifications of presumptions and
knowledge in the social sciences. Breaking connections with a Marxist
materialist approach has also lead, in specific, to “process” concepts that
in attempting to describe like phenomena are empirically dubious: they
prescribe actions, events, and effects which require analysis. In other
words, some concepts and theories presume things of social movement
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