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American Politics Supremacist Style
Tracking the Presidential Election on Stormfront
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This paper examines the American Presidential election through an
examination of discussion threads on Stormfront, an online forum for people
who self-identify as “White nationalists.” The 2008 presidential election has
historic implications since Barack Obama, an African American, is the
Democratic nominee. The Republican candidate, John McCain, is no
stranger to controversy and his nomination is closely scrutinized by
Stormfront discussants along with that of Obama. The findings shed
additional light on extremist attitudes about American politics and politicians
and reveal a deepening ideological divide among a segment of our
population that remains outside the political mainstream. These findings
further illustrate the value of continued exploration of the Internet as an
increasingly important forum for studying the discourse of marginalized
groups such as White nationalists. [Article copies available for a fee from
The
Transformative
Studies
Institute.
E-mail
address:
journal@transformativestudies.org Website:
http://www.transformativestudies.org ©2008 by The Transformative Studies
Institute. All rights reserved.]
KEYWORDS: White Supremacy, White Nationalists, Stormfront.Org,
Extremism, Extremist Ideology.
1

Dianne Dentice is an Assistant Professor of Sociology at Stephen F. Austin State
University in Nacogdoches, Texas. She received her Ph.D. in Sociology from Texas
Woman’s University in Denton, Texas in 2006. Her recent research and teaching interest
include social movements and gender inequality. Address correspondence to: Dianne
Dentice, Department of Sociology, Anthropology, Gerontology, and Geography, Stephen
F. Austin State University, Nacogdoches, Texas 75965-3047; e-mail:
denticede@sfasu.edu.
2
James L. Williams is Professor and Chair of the Department of Sociology and Social
Work at Texas Woman’s University in Denton, Texas. He received his Ph.D. in
Sociology from the University of Georgia. His research and teaching interests include
criminology, deviant behavior, and extremist social movements.
Acknowledgements: The authors gratefully acknowledge comments from David Bugg
on an earlier draft of this document. We also thank Jerry Williams for his invaluable
assistance with finalizing this draft for publication. We appreciate the comments from
anonymous reviewers for Theory in Action along with the helpful assistance of Dr. John
Asimakopoulos, Director of Research for the journal.

1937-0229 ©2008 Transformative Studies Institute
150

