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On January 25, 2011, Egyptians called for a “Day of Rage” to protest 
against their dictator, Hosni Mubarak.  Less than a month later, 
Mubarak was ousted.  As an American witness in the uprising, I ask 
the question:  When will Americans have their “Day of Rage”?  From 
war and torture to unemployment and climate change, can Americans 
find the strength and courage to change the American government 
and policy to reflect principles of democracy, human rights, and 
freedom?  With the “Arab Spring” pro-democracy uprisings 
spreading to Europe, and Madison, Wisconsin, an “American Day of 
Rage” may be just below the surface. [Article copies available for 
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It’s late at night on February 1, 2011 as I sit down in the Tulip Hotel 
with Egyptians and other Americans after another long day of protests.  
Today was the March of the Millions - a culmination of rage against the 
Mubarak dictatorship.  We’re in Cairo just a couple blocks from Tahrir 
(Liberation) Square.  We await speeches from Presidents Hosni Mubarak 
(Egypt) and Barak Obama (United States) on television.  Over the last 
few days, since Egypt’s April 6 Youth Movement1 called for a “Day of 
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Rage” to oust the dictator, we have witnessed with exceptional clarity 
how close the Mubarak-U.S. relationship was and is.   

Besides the “Made in the USA” tear gas canisters used against 
protesters as a clear sign of U.S. military aid to Egypt (second only to 
Israel)2, we have seen and heard loud and clear that U.S. support for 
Mubarak runs right to the bitter end.  On January 27, two days into the 
Egyptian uprising against Mubarak, U.S. Vice President Joe Biden 
informed us he does “not refer to him [Mubarak] as a dictator.” (Biden, 
2011) On January 30, following Mubarak’s call for reforms and 
dismissal of the Egyptian government (exempting himself, of course), 
Obama only urged Mubarak to follow through with the reforms – never 
mind the protesters’ insistence on getting rid of the Mubarak 
dictatorship. (Krieger, 2011) Newsweek explained that the White House 
was discussing “how to cajole Mubarak to respond to the 
demonstrations, while, at the same time, not saying anything publicly 
that could be taken as American approval of the forcible overthrow of 
Arab regimes.” (Barry, 2011)  On the television, a commentator chimed 
in that night by asking “Do you really want democracy or a government 
that complies?”  A U.S. response quickly came as U.S. Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton announced that U.S. aid to Egypt would continue. (The 
Straits Times, 2011)  That’s $1.5 billion of which $1.3 billon is military 
aid. (Reuters, 2011)  Other U.S. partners in the region including Israel 
and Saudi Arabia announced their explicit support for Mubarak – hoping 
the “Arab Spring”3 would not get out of their control. (One India News, 
2011), (Haaretz, 2011)  

 With millions of people joining the uprising in Egypt by 
February 1, it was clear Mubarak would be finished.  Protesters’ signs 
summed it up well:  “GO” in Arabic, “Go to Hell Mubarak”, “Prosecute 
the Dictator”, “Mubarak You Will Lose”, and “Game Over.”  At one 
point a civilian garbage crew came around encouraging people to pick up 
garbage to clean the streets.  After picking up some garbage, we used a 
taken over police vehicle with the words “Leaves us that’s THE END” 
spray painted on it as our dumpster.   

Yet, as we sat watching Mubarak and Obama that night, it showed us 
the arrogance and persistence of the powerful even in the face of millions 
struggling for basic freedoms.  Mubarak announced he would not run for 
re-election, but would stay in power until elections in September. (Mark 
Landler, 2011)  Obama approved and urged reforms.  The Egyptians in 
the room sprang up, understanding that “it’s the same fucking thing,” as 
one man angrily announced, and poured back out onto the streets in 
response.  Under Mubarak, opposition parties were almost completely 
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excluded, which means an election with an overwhelmingly one party 
parliament, as well as Mubarak staying until September, is “the same 
fucking thing.” 

The same thing is exactly what former members of the Mubarak 
regime, the Egyptian military, and the U.S. and its allies would like.  
After having high level talks with Mubarak and the Egyptian military 
throughout the protests, on 5 February U.S. Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton announced that the U.S. would back Mubarak’s Vice President, 
Omar Suleiman. (Rozen, 2011)  Under pressure from the committed 
Egyptian protesters, Egypt had to switch to handing power over to the 
U.S.-backed military and its Supreme Council of Armed Forces, as 
Mubarak did on 11 February.  As could have been predicted, in the 
following months the Egyptian military would begin cracking down on 
protesters and persecute any organizers it could, while the police who 
killed around 850 protesters during the uprising would not be punished. 
(Press TV, 2011), (Saleh, 2011)  

And so it came to be.  Mubarak, following his embarrassing last stand 
that included thugs on camels and horses armed with poles, whips, and 
Molotov cocktails, was ousted with contempt, yet the regime and its 
United States backer continue to try to sustain their power.  From 
abusing women with “virginity checks” to ignoring protesters’ “Second 
Day of Rage” demands that included a civilian council to take the place 
of the military supreme council, a new constitution, the release of 
political prisoners, and postponing elections until new political parties 
could be formed, the U.S. backed regime is clinging on and seems bent 
on blocking any move toward a functioning democracy. (Kouddous, 
2011) 

Unfortunately, this story of U.S. backed dictators and their regimes is 
routine:  Marcos in the Philippines, Suharto in Indonesia, Ceausescu in 
Romania, Duvalier in Haiti, Hussein in Iraq, the Shah in Iran, Pinochet in 
Chile, Musharraf in Pakistan, and, horrifically, more.  All of them are 
supported until they are overthrown by their population or become 
unreliable in serving U.S. interests, as was the case with Saddam Hussein 
following his invasion into Kuwait.   

And it continues in the “Arab Spring”:  Mubarak in Egypt, Ben Ali in 
Tunisia, Saleh in Yemen, Assad in Syria, King Hussein in Jordan, and 
King Khalifa in Bahrain.  Also worth mentioning are the countries where 
protests were smashed instantly and couldn’t materialize into uprisings; 
Western Sahara, Iraq, and Saudi Arabia.   

The Western Sahara protests preceded the “Arab Spring,” taking place 
in November, but were smashed by Moroccan forces who illegally 
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occupy the land.  Backing the Morrocan forces, this didn’t arouse much 
attention in the U.S. or west in general. (Zunes, 2010)  In Iraq, where 
only eight years ago the U.S. was launching a massive illegal invasion 
with one justification being “democracy promotion,” hundreds of 
thousands of protesters across Iraq were suppressed internally and 
ignored by western media.  Their demands were arguably the most 
pressing given the devastation of their country over a few decades of 
sanctions and war.  They included the release of political prisoners, 
improved public works and social services, a change in the “Green Zone” 
government run by Maliki, and, with that, an end to U.S. military 
occupation. (Days of Rage: Protests and Repression in Iraq, 2011)  
Equating these demands, however, are unacceptable to us, and, therefore, 
must be ignored and suppressed. 

Then there is the centerpiece of U.S. backed dictatorships in the 
Middle East:  Saudi Arabia.  The most radical and oppressive 
dictatorship in the region only had to show intimidating force in order to 
prevent any disloyal public gatherings.  They have even been able to help 
suppress uprisings in Yemen and Bahrain. (Black, 2011)  Accordingly, 
there are no grand statements about support for democracy in Saudi 
Arabia, either. 

This could all be disregarded if it were taking place in a vacuum where 
our actions as citizens in the United States amount to nothing.  But, alas, 
our actions or inaction could have dramatic effects on our nation’s 
policies that have global consequences as highlighted herein.   

 Indeed, there is much we can learn from the dedicated activism 
in the Middle East and much activism we can do here in the United 
States to change the government’s policies.  As a result of the United 
States’ overwhelming power in global affairs, we likewise carry a great 
amount of responsibility to live up to our official principles of 
democracy, freedom, equality, justice, and human rights.  In doing so, we 
can begin to do our part in addressing the major issues in the world 
including freedom in the Middle East. 
 
Raging Issues 
 

Being in the uprising in Cairo with other Americans forced me to 
wonder when we –Americans – will have our “Day of Rage”.  No, there 
isn’t a dictatorship to overthrow, but there are major domestic and 
international issues of major concern among the general population, 
which, if organized, could mobilize broad sectors of civil society in order 
to create a more just, democratic, and moral United States of America.  
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Domestically, the major issues include the economy and labor rights, 
civil liberties, health care, climate change, and immigration.  
Internationally, the major issues include war, nuclear weapons, “free 
trade agreements,” and climate change.  All these issues reciprocate each 
other, and the actions being taken on all of them by the Bush and Obama 
administrations are spelling disaster for Americans and the entire world. 

The actions taken on domestic issues in recent years under Presidents 
Bush and Obama are not only threatening the livelihood of poor working 
class families, but also the middle class.  Economic policies are the 
centerpiece of the current attack on the poor and middle class.  These 
policies have continuously emphasized increased financialization of the 
economy, a hollowing out of domestic production, and erosion of social 
services from social security and Medicare to public education.  With an 
insurance policy of “Too Big to Fail”, the taxpayer bailouts for banks 
that began under Bush escalated under Obama amounting to trillions of 
dollars.  This has been followed by calls for “austerity”, namely, 
defunding social services such as social security and Medicare that are 
critical in supporting poor and middle class families, while trillions of 
dollars are funneled to the richest one percent of the population. (Stiglitz, 
2011)  On top of this, the policies of deregulation of banks that caused 
the financial crisis continue to this day. 

The financial institutions, with Goldman Sachs leading the way, were 
the biggest supporters of the Obama presidential campaign. (Center for 
Responsive Politics, 2009)  Using what Harvard political scientist, 
Thomas Ferguson, calls “The Investment Theory of Politics”4, that is, the 
big funders of political campaigns will have their interests represented in 
policy, it comes as no surprise that policy has reflected their interests 
regardless of its effects among the general population.  Thus, while 
banks could be bailed out with taxpayer money, taking record bonuses 
and profits, no bailouts are given to the general population such as a 
moratorium on house foreclosures, creation of jobs, and support for basic 
social services such as social security and Medicare.  Neil Barofsky, who 
was the special inspector general for the Troubled Asset Relief Program 
(TARP), stepped down denouncing how all of the “Main Street goals” 
were a “colossal failure” because it turned into a program that was “little 
more than a giveaway to Wall Street executives.” (Barofsky, 2011)  With 
the 2009 Supreme Court decision (Citizens United vs. Federal Election 
Commission) giving corporations the ability to directly fund political 
campaigns out of their treasury5, there is no reason to believe “The 
Investment Theory of Politics” will change unless an active organized 
citizenry creates change.   
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In 2010, Obama appointed a National Commission on Fiscal 
Responsibility and Reform, which consisted of representatives from 
major corporations including, for example, military contractor 
Honeywell, which, unsurprisingly, decided to make steep cuts to social 
security, Medicare, and Medicaid, while supporting their own massive 
tax cuts. (National Committee to Preserve Social Security & Medicare, 
2010)  The same year, Obama extended tax cuts implemented under 
Bush by cutting estate taxes valued $5 million or more. (Donmoyer & 
Cinko, 2010)  The Obama administration is likely to decide to extend 
corporate tax cuts as well.  Evidence of this was given when Obama 
appointed General Electric’s CEO, Jeffrey Immelt, which paid no taxes 
in 2010 but made over $14 billion internationally in profits amidst 
cutting domestic manufacturing jobs to find cheaper labor overseas, to 
head the President’s Council on Jobs and Competitiveness. 
(Kocieniewski, 2011)  

 As I said, all these issues are inter-related.  The issue of climate 
change could be addressed as part of a comprehensive economic stimulus 
package meant to help workers and the real economy instead of banks 
and the speculative economy.  In 2009, when Obama took office, Van 
Jones was appointed “Green Jobs Czar” to do just that.  In his book The 
Green Collar Economy: How One Solution  
Can Fix Our Two Biggest Problems he describes his plan to create 
millions of low-skill and high-skill jobs in the areas of renewable energy, 
energy efficiency, green building, water, transportation, agriculture and 
horticulture, woodworking, manufacturing, materials management and 
waste stream diversion, retail, non-toxic printing, and non-toxic cleaning.  
As Jones says, “If we are going to beat global warming . . . [it] will 
require thousands of contracts and millions of jobs – producing billions 
of dollars of economic stimulus.”  Jones quickly lost his position in the 
Obama Administration and no comprehensive climate change legislation 
that includes substantial reductions in greenhouse gas emissions have 
gone anywhere in Congress. (Jones, 2009) 

Obama had the opportunity to create some of these jobs when he used 
taxpayer money to bailout General Electric to save the corporation.  
Instead, Obama continued to follow the policies General Electric had 
implemented:  close down domestic factories and move overseas.  
American University School of Communication’s Investigative 
Reporting Workshop in conjunction with ABC’s Diane Sawyer analyzed 
Obama’s stimulus package regarding renewable energy and jobs.  They 
reported that the total amount of money in energy contracts amounted to 
“$2.1 billion and the total that went to companies based overseas to more 
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than 79 percent.” (Choma, 2010)  On December 29, 2009, as General 
Electric manufacturing jobs were sent overseas, while the same factories 
could be used for building public transportation and clean energy, the 
Workshop notes “a consortium of American and Chinese companies 
announced a deal to build a $1.5 billion wind farm in Texas, using 
imported Chinese turbines” and would receive “$450 million in stimulus 
grants for the project.  The deal would create dozens of jobs in the U.S. 
and thousands in China.”  Hence, we have the hollowing out of 
American domestic production.   

In addition to this, Obama has expanded Bush’s policy of offshore oil 
drilling to include the Gulf of Mexico and Alaska, which has culminated 
in the worst environmental disaster in U.S. history with British 
Petroleum’s oil spill.  Just weeks prior to BP’s oil disaster, Obama 
assured the public that “oil rigs today generally don’t cause spills.  They 
are technologically very advanced.” (Obama, 2010) 

In conjunction with important economic concerns, a large sector of the 
labor force, immigrants, are continuously denied fundamental rights.  
The fourteenth Amendment was originally created to protect the rights of 
freed black slaves, stating that no State shall “deprive any person of life, 
liberty, or property without due process of law; nor deny to any person 
within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.” (1868)  The 
words “any person” does not apply to Latin American or Arab 
immigrants.  Since Obama has taken office, deportations have 
dramatically increased, he has spent $600 million on more border patrol 
agents and unmanned aerial drones on the U.S.-Mexico border, and the 
only piece of immigration reform to be introduced has been the DREAM 
Act, which would provide conditional permanent residency if an 
immigrant serves two years in the military or graduates from a U.S. high 
school and goes on to higher education.  Yet, even this was defeated in 
the Senate. (Preston, 2010), (Condon, 2010) 

During Obama’s presidency, it has been revealed that Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) is operating secret prisons in which to 
detain immigrants, particularly of Latin American and Middle Eastern 
decent.  James Pendergraph, former executive director of ICE’s Office of 
State and Local Coordination, explained “If you don’t have enough 
evidence to charge someone criminally but you think he’s illegal, we can 
make him disappear.” (Stevens, 2009)  Of course, he is not referring to, 
say, the tens of thousands of illegal Irish immigrants, but immigrants that 
“look illegal” – such as Latin Americans or Arabs. (Rodriguez, 2007)  
ICE can make people “disappear” at 186 unmarked and unlisted 
detention centers where thousands of immigrants have been kept without 
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“showers, beds, drinking water, soap, toothbrushes, sanitary napkins, 
mail, attorneys or legal information” while using “enhanced interrogation 
techniques”, also known as torture, including sleep deprivation and 
extreme cold, without the intent of eliciting information.6  Torture has 
been used by the Bush and Obama administrations in the ongoing wars, 
but this policy against immigrants goes even further since immigrants are 
accused of a civil violation - being undocumented - not a criminal 
violation of the law such as terrorism.   

As if this was not enough, individual states such as Arizona are 
passing legislation that would require police to racially profile anyone 
who “looks illegal” and check for documents.  No documents, no 
freedom. (Archibold, 2010) 

The denial of basic rights to immigrants also reflects the broader 
crackdown on civil liberties.  Putting aside human rights abuses at 
prisons as part of the ongoing wars for a moment, under Obama the 
notorious Patriot Act was renewed.  This legislation breaches basic rights 
protected in the U.S. Constitution such as the fourth amendment, which 
is supposed to protect against unwarranted search and seizures and 
wiretapping.  The FBI can now search people’s internet activity without 
court oversight, and the government, through the National Security 
Agency (NSA), can use telecommunications companies and internet 
providers to collect data on U.S. citizens’ electronic communications and 
phone calls. (The New York Times, 2010)  These are all extensions of 
legislation that was supposedly disliked under the Bush Administration.  
Furthermore, Obama has protected the U.S. government against any past, 
current, or future lawsuits on surveillance by extending the interpretation 
of “state secrets” and “national security” to include state immunity from 
courts. (Greenwald, 2009)   

Meanwhile, the issue surrounding our failing private health care 
system is supposed to be over.  When Obama took office it was one of 
the top concerns among the public and Obama was supposed to have 
tackled the issue.  Yet, although an improvement, the most elementary 
analysis of Obama’s health care reform can uncover its true colors.  In 
December 2009, as the health care bill was getting pushed through 
Congress, Obama made the claim that he “didn’t campaign on the public 
option” in order to explain why he had dropped a public option out of the 
health care bill, thereby leaving the privatized system intact. 
(Koppelman, 2009)  Further explanation is needed, though, in order to 
explain the monopoly given to the pharmaceutical industry by not 
allowing cheaper drug imports from abroad or at least the ability for the 
government to bargain drug prices, which are exceptionally high in the 
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United States.  Obama will also need to explain how over 20 million 
people will still be uninsured and how the overall cost of the health care 
system is projected to increase, which includes taxpayer subsidies to 
private insurance companies, as the nonpartisan Congressional Budget 
Office pointed out. (Congressional Budget Office, 2010)  Furthermore, 
with the “Gang of Six” austerity package, Obama has proposed drastic 
cuts to Medicare and Medicaid (as well as Social Security). (Kaiser 
Health News, 2011)  With these observations, it is also impossible to 
miss that a national single payer health care system, which developed in 
House Resolution 676, was never an option or a basis of debate when 
drafting health care legislation.  

Unless a fundamental change in health care and other domestic policy 
takes place, we can be almost certain that current destructive trends will 
continue to make large sectors of the American population suffer.   

And the international scene is no better, if not worse.  Of major 
concern in world affairs, and of extreme importance for the domestic 
population because of the excessive amount of resources and funds used, 
are the wars in the Middle East.  Under Obama, military spending has 
surpassed both Bush and Reagan, even requesting a record-breaking 
$708 billion for 2011, the largest combined military budget since World 
War II – and it could increase still more. (Reuters, 2010) 

Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Yemen, Somalia, Libya, and Palestine … 
the policy of war has not only extended into the Obama presidency, but 
expands as well.   

Despite statements about pulling out of Iraq, the United States still has 
almost 50,000 troops and about 65,000 private military contractors, all of 
which will likely stay past the new withdrawal deadline of December 
2011. (Huffington Post, 2011)  The war in Afghanistan has sharply 
escalated under Obama as well as air attacks in Pakistan, Yemen, 
Somalia, and Libya.  The United Nations reported that in the last few 
years, nine thousand civilians have been killed in Afghanistan with rates 
continuing to rise each year as the U.S. expands the war. (Press TV, 
2011)  In mid-2011, Refugees International reported “The increasing use 
of airstrikes by the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) and 
the Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF), as well as night raids by 
U.S. Special Forces is destroying homes, crops and basic infrastructure, 
traumatizing civilians and displacing tens of thousands of people.” 
(Yoshikawa & Pennington, 2011)  The war in Afghanistan is currently 
the longest war in U.S. history, spanning almost one decade.  In Pakistan, 
where the U.S. has sharply increased its drone war since 2008, civilian 
casualty estimates are between 1,100 and 1,800. (Porter, 2010)  In 
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Yemen, total deaths from drone strikes have not been adequately studied, 
but 40 civilians can be killed in one strike alone as happened in the 
Province of Abyan in 2009. (World Report Chapter: Yemen, 2011)  The 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) announced 
that an estimated 150,000 civilians have been displaced from the 
escalating violence in Yemen. (UNHCR: The UN Refugee Agency, 
2009)  In Libya and Somalia, bombing and deaths also continue to 
escalate.  In one air strike in Tripoli, NATO apologized for killing nine 
people including two children. (Hopkins, 2011)  In Somalia, as the 
continuing drought turned into a famine, the U.S. had been expanding its 
drone attacks within the country adding to its destabilization. (Khan, 
2011)  In Palestine, the U.S. backed more Israeli bombing and the 
blockade of Gaza, settlement expansion in the West Bank, and threatened 
sanctions if Palestinians attempt to declare statehood at the United 
Nations in September 2011. (The Palestine Chronicle, 2011)  All of this 
amounts to continued human suffering and destabilization of the Middle 
East and the world.  

Torture continues as well.  At an officially secret prison, Tor Jail, at 
Bagram Air Base in Afghanistan, detainees face sleep deprivation, 
extreme cold, forced nudity, physical abuse, isolation for more than 30 
days, and restricting access of the International Committee of the Red 
Cross. (Open Society Foundations, 2010)  The whistle-blowing website, 
WikiLeaks, released a set of documents on Iraq entitled “The Iraq War 
Logs” which revealed a U.S. policy called Frago 242 that enabled U.S. 
military to hand over prisoners to Iraqi forces, former Republican Guard 
forces under Saddam, for torture. (Leigh & O'Kane, 2010)  Torture 
included, among other things, shackling prisoners by their wrists or 
ankles “and subject to whipping, punching, kicking, or electric shocks.”  
There has also been medical evidence showing “bruises and burns as 
well as visible injuries to the head, arm, torso, legs and neck” and “some 
type of unknown surgical procedure on [the] abdomen.” (Batty & 
Doward, 2010)  Furthermore, the U.S. continues to use extraordinary 
rendition to send prisoners off for torture in countries such as 
Uzbekistan, a U.S. ally in the region.  Former British Ambassador to 
Uzbekistan, Craig Murray, explains how the CIA supported, trained, and 
brought in prisoners to Uzbekistan for torture.  As Murray describes, 
“when I’m talking of torture, I’m not talking of marginal definitions of 
torture.  I’m talking about people being raped with broken bottles.  I’m 
talking of people having their children tortured in front of them.  I’m 
talking of people being boiled alive.” (Murray, 2009) 
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In addition to the ongoing wars in the Middle East is the increasing 
threat of nuclear weapons.  Although there is much emphasis on Iran 
attempting to acquire nuclear weapons, despite evidence to the contrary – 
similar to the allegations against Iraq prior to the 2003 invasion as 
investigative journalist Seymour Hersh has pointed out7 – Pakistan, 
India, and Israel all have nuclear weapons and have not signed the Non-
Proliferation Treaty.  These three powers are fairly radical and 
aggressive, and are of far greater concern regarding nuclear weapons 
than Iran, which does not have nuclear weapon capability.  The threats 
made against Iran, and the ongoing war in Afghanistan and Pakistan, 
which inevitably draws in India, could spell nuclear disaster if steps 
aren’t taken to end the aggression.  As a specialist on nuclear weapons 
and physicist, Zia Mian, explains, “India is one of only three countries 
still making material for new nuclear weapons.  The others are Pakistan 
and Israel.”  The combination of “nuclear weapons falling into the hands 
of Islamists” in Pakistan, and India’s Hindu Nationalist anti-Islam fervor 
could bring the two countries still closer to nuclear war. (Mian, 2009)  
Meanwhile, the United States continues to build the “Missile Defense” 
first strike nuclear weapon system directly threatening eastern powers.   

The other major threat to the world is climate change.  Despite having 
the largest and most important international negotiations on climate 
change in history at Copenhagen in 2009, there has been no 
comprehensive international treaty about this issue.  The negotiations 
failed in that it didn’t materialize into a legally binding agreement to 
reduce carbon emissions and promote renewable and sustainable 
resources first and foremost because the United States designed its own 
negotiations called the “Copenhagen Accords” in secret and separate 
from the main negotiations.  Obama explained how the Accords “will not 
be legally binding” and wouldn’t limit greenhouse gas emissions which 
were preconditions toward any serious attempt to address climate change 
as embodied in the Kyoto Protocols. (Vidal, Stratton, & Goldenberg, 
2009)  The chair of the G-77, Lumumba Stanislaus Di-Aping, 
representing more than 130 nations, said, “It represents the worst 
development in climate change negotiations in history…gross violations 
have been committed today against the poor, against tradition of 
transparency and participation on equal footing by all nations and parties 
to the convention, and against common sense…” (Di-Aping, 2009) 

Last, but, unfortunately, not least, are the international economic 
policies orchestrated as “free trade” that are pushed upon the developing 
world, with negative repercussions against the U.S. population as well.  
At the end of 2010 and into 2011, Obama has pushed the largest free 
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trade agreement since the North American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA), but this time with South Korea, in order to get it passed 
through Congress before 2012. (Jackson, 2010)  The proposal is 
happening during a recession with high unemployment, and, although 
Obama insists it will create some 70,000 jobs in the United States, 
previous history of free trade agreements show otherwise.  In 2001, Jobs 
With Justice compiled reports for each state and found that 
approximately 766,000 jobs were eliminated by NAFTA, and, along with 
that, lower wages, loss of benefits, and rollbacks on workplace 
protections for U.S. workers nation-wide. (NAFTA Job Loss Reports, 
2001)  “Free trade agreements” also mean privatization of basic social 
services for recipient countries.  For example, Peru, which entered a 
“free trade agreement” with the United States in 2006, is forced to allow 
investors to privatize their social security system.8  There is a rush to get 
the deal with South Korea made before a European Union deal reduces 
U.S. market share in the country. (Palmer, 2011)  The bilateral deal and 
other “free trade agreements” are not about freedom, trade, or having an 
agreement, but maintaining open economic areas that tailor toward U.S. 
investment interests and their dominant global economic position. 
 
October 6 
 

In the months following the dramatic beginnings and achievements of 
the “Arab Spring”, other regions of the world, particularly Europe, began 
showing signs of their own “spring” or “day of rage”.   

Most evident are the protests in Spain and Greece.  Tens of thousands 
of people in these two countries took to the streets and occupied areas in 
major cities in response to dramatic bailouts for banks and cutbacks in 
social services for the general population – what is typically called 
“austerity” – as well as the high rates of unemployment.  The Spanish 
government attempted to ban protests, but protesters, now named “los 
indignados” (the indignant), ignored the ban and set up camp in Madrid. 
(Rucinski & Ortiz, 2011)   

In the United States, the first sign of an “American Day of Rage” came 
just weeks after Egyptians ousted Hosni Mubarak.  In mid-February, 
labor protests in Madison, Wisconsin drew tens of thousands of people, 
culminating in the occupation of the State Capitol, in order to protect 
unions and labor rights against anti-union legislation that was being 
passed in the state.  When protesters in Madison asked for donations of 
food, people from around the world, including Egypt, began ordering 
pizzas for them to show their support.  Kamal Abbas, the coordinator for 



Social Justice & Activism Papers 

13 
 

Egypt’s Center for Trade Unions and Workers Services, gave a 
declaration of support to Madison protesters from Egypt saying “we want 
you to know that we stand on your side.  Stand firm and don’t waiver.  
Don’t give up on your rights.  Victory always belongs to the people who 
stand firm and demand their just rights.”  Also at the Madison protests 
was a photo from a protester in Egypt who held a sign saying “EGYPT 
Supports Wisconsin Workers:  One World, One Pain”. (Kroll, 2011) 

Although of great importance, the scope of the protesters demands in 
Madison was limited to the immediate concern of anti-union legislation 
that was being pushed through Wisconsin’s state government.  It also 
was aimed at protecting particular existing labor rights instead of 
struggling for expanding rights, which is a major difference between the 
Madison and Egyptian protests.  Yet, not long after the Madison, 
Wisconsin protests, calls for a national coalition to organize protests in 
Washington D.C. to address national concerns began taking shape.  A 
call to action was made for  

“people of conscience and courage – all who seek peace, economic 
justice, human rights, and a healthy environment – to join together in 
Washington, D.C. beginning on October 6, 2011, in nonviolent resistance 
similar to the Arab Spring and the Midwest awakening … We are the 
ones who can create a new and just world.  Our issues are connected.  
We are connected.  Join us in Washington, D.C. on October 6, 2011 to 
Stop the Machine.” (October 2011) 

As they explain, October 2011 marks a decade since the war in 
Afghanistan began and the 2012 federal austerity budget will begin.  
Immediately, people around the country began signing the pledge of 
nonviolence to commit to being in Freedom Plaza on that day, including 
Bill Moyer, Cornel West, Chris Hedges, Cynthia McKinney, and many 
others.  Groups such as Progressive Democrats of America, Veterans for 
Peace, Single Payer Action, Green Party U.S.A., Food Not Bombs, and 
many more began endorsing the event.  If 50,000 people take the pledge 
and commit to October 6, 2011, the coalition says, the protest will begin.  
It could very well turn into “America’s Day of Rage.”   

If not October 6, when will Americans take control of their country?  
These issues that are deteriorating the livelihoods of many people inside 
and outside the United States, it seems to me, will eventually push 
toward some sort of “rage”, but in what shape?  That will be up to us. 

The major issues affecting our country, as highlighted herein are 
unquestionably very serious and important to address.  The big question 
for Americans, who have a history of strong social movements and 
struggles for freedom and rights, is:  Can we rise to the occasion today? 



Timothy Rodriguez 

14 

 

 
References 
 
Archibold, R. C. (2010, April 23). The New York Times. Retrieved July 

24, 2011, from Arizona Enacts Stringent Law on Immigration: 
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/04/24/us/politics/24immig.html 

Barofsky, N. (2011, March 29). The New York Times. Retrieved July 24, 
2011, from Where the Bank Bailout Went Wrong: 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/03/30/opinion/30barofsky.html?_r=1 

Barry, J. (2011, January 30). Inside the White House's Egypt Scramble. 
Retrieved July 22, 2011, from Newsweek: 
http://www.newsweek.com/2011/01/30/inside-the-white-house-s-
egypt-scramble.html 

Batty, D., & Doward, J. (2010, October 23). The Guardian. Retrieved 
July 23, 2011, from Iraq war logs: UN calls on Obama to investigate 
human rights abuses: 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/oct/23/united-nations-call-
obama-investigation-abuses-iraq 

Biden, J. (2011, January 27). Exclusive/Biden: Mubarak Is Not a 
Dictator, But People Have a Right to Protest. (J. Lehrer, Interviewer) 

Black, I. (2011, March 11). The Guardian. Retrieved July 24, 2011, from 
Saudi Arabian security forces quell 'Day of Rage' protests: 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2011/mar/11/saudi-arabia-police-
quell-protests 

Center for Responsive Politics. (2009, July 13). Retrieved July 24, 2011, 
from Top Industries, Barack Obama: 
http://www.opensecrets.org/pres08/indus.php?cycle=2008&cid=n0000
9638 

Choma, R. (2010, February 8). Investigative Reporting Workshop: 
American Unversity School of Communication. Retrieved July 22, 
2011, from Renewable energy money still going abroad, despite 
criticism from Congress: 
http://investigativereportingworkshop.org/investigations/wind-energy-
funds-going-overseas/story/renewable-energy-money-still-going-
abroad 

Condon, S. (2010, December 22). CBS News. Retrieved July 24, 2011, 
from Obama: My "Biggest Disappointment" is Not Passing DREAM 
Act: http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-503544_162-20026460-
503544.html 

Congressional Budget Office. (2010, March 30). Retrieved July 23, 2011, 
from CBO's Analysis of the Major Health Care Legislation Enacted in 



Social Justice & Activism Papers 

15 
 

March 2010: http://www.cbo.gov/ftpdocs/121xx/doc12119/03-30-
HealthCareLegislation.pdf 

Di-Aping, L. S. (2009, December 21). Democracy Now. Retrieved July 
23, 2011, from US-led Copenhagen Accord Decried as Flawed, 
Undemocratic: 
http://www.democracynow.org/2009/12/21/us_led_copenhagen_accor
d_decried_as 

Donmoyer, R., & Cinko, A. (2010, September 17). Businessweek. 
Retrieved July 24, 2011, from The Great Tax-Cut Debate: The 
Proposals: http://www.businessweek.com/magazine/tax-cuts/ 

Greenwald, G. (2009, February 10). Salon. Retrieved July 24, 2011, from 
The 180-degree reversal of Obama's State Secret's position: 
http://www.salon.com/news/opinion/glenn_greenwald/2009/02/10/oba
ma 

Haaretz. (2011, February 10). Retrieved July 22, 2011, from 'Saudi king 
told Obama he'd fund Mubarak if U.S. halted Egypt aid': 
http://www.haaretz.com/news/international/saudi-king-told-obama-he-
d-fund-mubarak-if-u-s-halted-egypt-aid-1.342462 

Hopkins, N. (2011, June 20). The Guardian. Retrieved July 23, 2011, 
from Libya: NATO admits civilian deaths in Tripoli air raid: 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2011/jun/19/nato-libya-strike-
civilian-deaths 

Huffington Post. (2011, May 25). Retrieved July 23, 2011, from Iraq 
Withdrawal Date For U.S. Troops May Be Pushed Back Beyond 2011: 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/05/11/iraq-withdrawal-2011-
delay_n_860188.html 

International, A. (2011). Days of Rage: Protests and Repression in Iraq. 
London: Amnesty International Ltd. 

Jackson, D. (2010, December 5). USA Today. Retrieved July 24, 2011, 
from Obama: South Korea free trade deal will create U.S. jobs: 
http://content.usatoday.com/communities/theoval/post/2010/12/obama
-south-korea-free-trade-deal-will-create-us-jobs/1 

Jones, V. (2009). The Green Collar Economy. Retrieved 2011 22, July, 
from Green Jobs Now: 
http://www.worldfuturecouncil.org/fileadmin/user_upload/A_Renewa
ble_World/ARW_Ch_6_The_Green-Collar_Economy.pdf 

Kaiser Health News. (2011, July 21). Retrieved July 23, 2011, from 
'Gang of Six' Plan Includes Deep Health Care Cuts: 
http://www.kaiserhealthnews.org/Daily-Reports/2011/July/21/gang-of-
six-health-programs.aspx 



Timothy Rodriguez 

16 

 

Khan, M. (2011, July 4). Al Arabiya News. Retrieved July 23, 2011, from 
Muna Khan: As US extends its drone strikes to Somalia does it run the 
risk of exposing itself to more dangers?: 
http://english.alarabiya.net/articles/2011/07/04/155975.html 

Kocieniewski, D. (2011, March 24). The New York Times. Retrieved July 
24, 2011, from G.E.'s Strategies Let It Avoid Taxes Altogether: 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/03/25/business/economy/25tax.html?pa
gewanted=all 

Koppelman, A. (2009, December 22). Salon War Room. Retrieved July 
22, 2011, from Obama: "I didn't campaign on the public option": 
http://www.salon.com/news/politics/war_room/2009/12/22/obama_pu
blic 

Kouddous, S. A. (2011, June 1). Democracy Now. Retrieved July 24, 
2011, from Egyptians Fill Tahrir Square : 
http://www.democracynow.org/blog/2011/6/1/egyptians_fill_tahrir_sq
uare_for_a_second_day_of_rage_we_have_demands_that_havent_bee
n_met_yet 

Krieger, H. (2011, January 30). Obama Urges Mubarak to expand 
freedoms in face of protests. Retrieved July 22, 2011, from Jerusalem 
Post: 
http://www.jpost.com/VideoArticles/Video/Article.aspx?id=205801 

Kroll, A. (2011, February 28). Mother Jones. Retrieved July 24, 2011, 
from The Spirit of Egypt in Madison: 
http://motherjones.com/politics/2011/02/egypt-madison-ians-pizza 

Leigh, D., & O'Kane, M. (2010, October 24). The Guardian. Retrieved 
July 23, 2011, from Iraq war logs: US turned over captives to Iraqi 
torture squads: http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/oct/24/iraq-
war-logs-us-iraqi-torture 

Mark Landler, H. C. (2011, February 1). The New York Times. Retrieved 
July 22, 2011, from Diplomatic Scramble as Ally Is Pushed to the 
Exit: 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/02/02/world/middleeast/02transition.ht
ml?_r=2&hp 

Mian, Z. (2009, July 27). Foreign Policy in Focus. Retrieved July 23, 
2011, from Pushing South Asia Toward the Brink: 
http://www.fpif.org/articles/pushing_south_asia_toward_the_brink 

Murray, C. (2009, October 21). The Real News. Retrieved July 23, 2011, 
from UK/USA made use of Uzbek torture: 
http://therealnews.com/t2/index.php?itemid=74&id=31&jumival=439
4&option=com_content&task=view 

(2001). NAFTA Job Loss Reports. Jobs With Justice. 



Social Justice & Activism Papers 

17 
 

National Committee to Preserve Social Security & Medicare. (2010, 
April). Retrieved July 24, 2011, from The National Commission on 
Fiscal Responsibility and Reform: 
http://www.ncpssm.org/news/archive/ss_fiscal_commission/ 

Obama, B. (2010, April 2). The White House Office of the Press 
Secretary. Retrieved July 22, 2011, from Remarks by the President in 
a Discussion on Jobs and the Economy in Charlotte, North Carolina: 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/remarks-president-a-
discussion-jobs-and-economy-charlotte-north-carolina 

October 2011. (2011). Retrieved July 24, 2011, from Stop the Machine! 
Create a New World!: http://october2011.org/statement 

One India News. (2011, January 31). Retrieved July 22, 2011, from Israel 
seeks to drum up suport for Mubarak: report: 
http://news.oneindia.in/2011/01/31/israelseeks-to-drum-up-support-
for-mubarakreport-aid0126.html 

Open Society Foundations. (2010, October 14). Retrieved July 23, 2011, 
from Confinement Conditions at a U.S. Screening Facility on Bagram 
Air Base: 
http://www.soros.org/initiatives/mena/articles_publications/publicatio
ns/confinement-conditions-20101014/confinement-conditions-
20101014.pdf 

Palmer, D. (2011, July 16). Reuters. Retrieved July 24, 2011, from 
President Obama preparing to send S. Korea FTA to Congress with 
TAA: 
http://www.chinapost.com.tw/business/americas/2011/07/16/310036/P
resident-Obama.htm 

Porter, G. (2010, October 18). IPS News. Retrieved July 23, 2011, from 
Report Shows Drones Strikes Based on Scant Evidence: 
http://ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=53194 

Press TV. (2011, March 18). Retrieved July 23, 2011, from UN 
underreports civilian deaths in Afghanistan: 
http://www.presstv.ir/usdetail/170608.html 

Press TV. (2011, July 12). Retrieved July 24, 2011, from Egyptians Rally 
Against Military Trials: http://www.presstv.ir/detail/190070.html 

Preston, J. (2010, August 13). The New York Times. Retrieved July 24, 
2011, from Obama Signs Border Bill to Increase Surveillance: 
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/08/14/us/politics/14immig.html 

Reuters. (2010, February 1). Retrieved July 24, 2011, from Obama seeks 
record $708 billion in 2011 defense budget: 
http://www.reuters.com/article/2010/02/02/us-obama-budget-
pentagon-idUSTRE6103C520100202 



Timothy Rodriguez 

18 

 

Reuters. (2011, January 29). Retrieved July 22, 2011, from Factbox: 
Most U.S. aid to Egypt goes to military: 
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/01/29/us-egypt-usa-aid-
idUSTRE70S0IN20110129 

Rodriguez, G. (2007, April 8). Los Angeles Times. Retrieved July 22, 
2011, from Illegal? Better if you're Irish: 
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/commentary/la-op--
rodriguez8apr08,0,1081193.column 

Rozen, L. (2011, February 5). Politico. Retrieved July 22, 2011, from 
Clinton: VP Suleiman should manage Egypt transition: 
http://www.politico.com/blogs/laurarozen/0211/Clinton_VP_Suleiman
_should_manage_Egypt_transition.html 

Rucinski, T., & Ortiz, F. (2011, May 21). The Huffington Post. Retrieved 
July 24, 2011, from Spain Protests Rock Nation, Tens of Thousands 
Fill the Cities Over Joblessness: 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/05/21/spain-protests-
joblessness_n_865058.html 

Saleh, H. (2011, July 8). Financial Times. Retrieved July 24, 2011, from 
Egyptians Protest at Pace of Reform: 
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/22c1ea9a-a988-11e0-a04a-
00144feabdc0.html#axzz1SswBwPvV 

Stevens, J. (2009, December 16). The Nation. Retrieved July 22, 2011, 
from America's Secret ICE Castles: 
http://www.thenation.com/article/americas-secret-ice-castles 

Stiglitz, J. (2011, May). Vanity Fair. Retrieved July 24, 2011, from Of 
the 1%, by the 1%, for the 1%: 
http://www.vanityfair.com/society/features/2011/05/top-one-percent-
201105 

The New York Times. (2010, July 29). Retrieved July 24, 2011, from 
Breaking a Promise on Surveillance: 
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/07/30/opinion/30fri1.html?ref=usapatri
otact 

The Palestine Chronicle. (2011, July 22). Retrieved July 23, 2011, from 
News: http://palestinechronicle.com/news/php 

The Straits Times. (2011, January 30). Retrieved July 22, 2011, from 'No 
Discussion' about cutting Egypt aid, says Clinton: 
http://www.straitstimes.com/BreakingNews/World/Story/STIStory_63
0114.html 

The United States Constitution. (1868, August 9). Retrieved July 24, 
2011, from Amendment 14: 
http://www.usconstitution.net/const.html#Am14 



Social Justice & Activism Papers 

19 
 

UNHCR: The UN Refugee Agency. (2009, September 17). Retrieved July 
23, 2011, from UNHCR shocked by civilian deaths in Yemen: 
http://www.unhcr.org/4ab257e69.html 

Vidal, J., Stratton, A., & Goldenberg, S. (2009, December 19). The 
Guardian. Retrieved July 23, 2011, from Low Targets, goals dropped: 
Copenhagen ends in failure: 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2009/dec/18/copenhagen-deal 

(2011). World Report Chapter: Yemen. New York: Human Rights 
Watch. 

Yoshikawa, L., & Pennington, M. (2011, June 28). Refugees 
International. Retrieved July 23, 2011, from Afghanistan: Responsible 
U.S. Transition Must Address Displacement Crisis: 
http://refugeesinternational.org/sites/default/files/062811_Afghanistan
_Responsible_US_Transition%202.pdf 

Zunes, S. (2010, November 17). Open Democracy. Retrieved July 24, 
2011, from Upsurge in Repression Challenges Nonviolent Resistance 
in Western Sahara: http://www.opendemocracy.net/stephen-
zunes/upsurge-in-repression-challenges-nonviolent-resistance-in-
western-sahara 

 
Notes 
 
1 The April 6 Youth Movement is the name of the group of tech savvy youth activists who 
organized the January 25 protests that grew into the uprising.  April 6 refers to the April 
6, 2008 textile worker strike in El Mahalla El Kobra that was brutally crushed by Hosni 
Mubarak.   
2 During the Egyptian Uprising, strategic analyst Anthony Cordesman from the Center 
for Strategic and International Studies wrote an article entitled The Egyptian Military and 
the Arab-Israeli Military Balance in which he discusses the importance of U.S. military 
aid to Egypt. 
3 This is the name given to the pro-democracy uprisings across the Arab world. 
4 For a introductory discussion about Ferguson’s “Investment Theory of Politics”, The 
Independent Institute’s Independent Review:  A Journal of Political Economy offers a 
detailed discussion. 
5 In January 2010, the Supreme Court ruled in Citizens United vs. Federal Election 
Commission that, on the basis that corporations have free speech rights and money given 
to support political candidates is a form of speech, they cannot be limited in how much 
they donate to political campaigns, and, therefore, can fund campaigns directly out of 
their treasury. 
6 See citation Stephens, 2009. 
7 See Seymour Hersh’s article entitled “Iran and the Bomb” published in The New 
Yorker. 
8 A detailed report on this entitled “Peru-U.S. Free Trade Agreement” Would Help Lock 
In Failed Social Security Privatization in Peru was published in 2007 by Public Citizen’s 
Global Trade Watch. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (None)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /RelativeColorimetric
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 1
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments false
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage false
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check true
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for Lulu's printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName (None)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /ClipComplexRegions true
        /ConvertStrokesToOutlines false
        /ConvertTextToOutlines false
        /GradientResolution 300
        /LineArtTextResolution 1200
        /PresetName ([High Resolution])
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
        /RasterVectorBalance 1
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /UseName
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1200 1200]
  /PageSize [432.000 648.000]
>> setpagedevice


